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APRIL 2020 
Dear Dance Konnection Dancers and Families, 

This is usually one of our largest and most information packed 

newsletters of the year. We normally have exciting information about 

parent viewing, recital rehearsals, competition DKSTARZ showcase, 

recital picture day, KaMotion In Motion show and Acro demonstration, 

all the EXCITING and FUN things we work towards all year. But as you 

know this is all on hold. I would love to be able to give you a time line 

and say this will happen this way or that but atlas it is not possible. As 

you know every day this situation changes and requirements for us  to 

follow differ day by day if not hour by hour. What I can say is we will 

have a recital of some sort if not a full blown Celebration at some point. 

We will also show case our Acro and Kamotion students at some point. 

At this time we all have to adapt to these changes and go with the flow. 

If you know me I’m not very good at that, I am a planner and a goal 

setter and I head to those goals full steam ahead! Unfortunately I nor 

you can control any of this, we have to do what is asked from us from 

the powers that be. However what we can still do is DANCE, pray and 

physically distance yourselves. Your children’s health both physically 

and mentally are constantly weighing on my mind. The questions that I 

asked myself are: What can we do as a studio to brighten a dancers 

day? How can I give my dancers a sense of normal on a daily basis? 

What can we do to keep these kids moving and not get sedentary? Here 

is what we are doing as a studio to answer those questions:  we have 

been and will continue doing challenges , we have opened an online 

studio and we are offering Zoom live classes! All of these exciting things 

we are doing/offering will put a smile on your dancers face, get them 

moving and put some normal back in their daily lives. I will say that 

with all that we have done so far has been very exciting, very 

challenging and a WHOLE lot of work for myself and also for all my 

staff. We will continue to do all this for the kids and for the future of 

this studio, so we do have a place to come back to when this is all over. 

If you don’t know how important a dance class is to your dancers watch 

how excited they get when one of the zoom classes start. BIG  HUGE  

SMILES!  

 As online classes are beginning you will notice that Zoom is not 

perfect, there will be those times that the audio may not be terrific, 

getting it set up may be a pain (but after the first time it does become 

easier), the video may lag, these are all things that we need to be  
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 prepared that may happen during a live feed. Parents and dancers 

please do not get discouraged, as the saying goes if there is a will 

there is a way, contact me and I will be happy to help you in any way I 

can. Finding a place for your dancers to dance can be a challenge. Let 

me assure you as most DK parents know our dancers will dance any-

where,  in the grocery store aisle, down the street, in the car, in the 

bathroom brushing their hair, if they want to dance they will!  Our 

online dance classes also allow for some of our dancers to take a break 

from video games/tv, dealing with each other in close quarters, a 

chance to move, a chance to feel, create movement, giving them  

something to look forward to and as I tell the kids it add sparkles to 

your brain. Right now we are all turning to the arts to give us a dis-

traction of sorts by watching movies/tv, reading books, listening to 

music and DANCE! Also seeing a familiar face and hearing a familiar 

voice means a lot with all that is going on. We are all uncertain about 

everything, this pandemic, our jobs, finding our daily necessities, how 

our friends and family are doing and there are a lot of what if’s that 

are constantly on our minds as adults. So we feel bringing dance to 

your dancers either through the online studio or zoom classes are im-

portant. Below you will find information regarding the online studio 

and zoom class guides. All of this has been sent out in previous email. 

Now one thing I do not want you to do is overwhelm yourself or your 

kids. We are all processing and coping. You are not expected to be us. 

Have your dancers review their recital dances, take a class a class in 

their level or age range either a pre-recorded one or a zoom class. If 

your dancer wants to dance everyday great but that should be up to 

them. The normalcy of pulling up to the dance studio, your dancer 

walks into the studio and the teacher takes it from there is WAY easier 

and we will all be ever so grateful when we can do that again, but you 

can do this too and I can help. I know you are overwhelmed with 

emails from school, work, ect. but i have always sent out a lot of 

emails so you should be used to me lol!!! Also our private Facebook 

page is GREAT and the community support that is being offered is 

amazing. Also if you are not part of our text messaging system you 

need to join that too. These are all things that have been offered all 

year long. You will also find terrific resources on your parent portal 

too, including all recital music, color sheets and additional activities 

that your dancer can do.  

We will have make-up classes/rehearsals when we are allowed to for 

all the physical classes we are missing because of the mandatory shut 

down of the studio. If you had private lessons booked and paid for 

them we will be doing those virtually with your dancers in the next few 

weeks. You will get an email sent directly to you to get those booked, 

be on the lookout for that to come. We will be offering a regular 

schedule for all the classes starting next week. Please be patient and 

kind as we navigate through all this. We have 47 regular classes, too 

many extra rehearsals to count, private lessons, dance teachers work 

and life schedules, spending time with our families, and we know 

schools are starting online classes so we need to adjust to that when 

we can. There is a lot of scheduling to take into consideration when 

planning days/times for these online classes, LOL. 

We are expecting a few glitches to occur as we navigate through this 

process, examples could be user mistakes on our end and yours, wifi 

issues, etc. you name it! We are just going to go with the flow, please 

have grace and patience with us as we travel through this new territo-
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Also we have all dancers recital t-shirts, costumes, Acro Demonstration apparel, shoes, tights, accesso-

ries, etc. locked away safe and sound. 

All dancer/dancers monthly tuition accounts will be charged per usual for April 1st and May 1st pay-

ments for our 38 dance weeks. If you have questions in regards to your account please call Ashley Nel-

son at the Y, she will return your call as soon as she can, please be patient.  

Also if you owe The Dance Konnection you can send checks to the following mailing address:  

The Dance Konnection 

PO Box 85  

Montour, Iowa 50173 

 

If you need to contact Miss Kimi here is her contact information: 

Cellphone: 641-485-3939 

Email Address: thedancekonenction@gmail.com or kimi.kups-benson@ymca-ywca.org 
 

Remember to check our web site. www.thedancekonnection.com. We will be updating it regularly. 

IMPORTANT! Facebook …. If you are not already please be sure to follow us on our private Facebook 

page. If you are a Facebook registered user, just search for The Dance Konnection!! We are putting new 

challenges and fun things for your dancer to do daily. This is a great way to keep you connected and 

well informed.  

We also have The Dance Konnection business page, Twitter is The Dance Konnection @TheDKdance & 

on Instagram thedancekonnection 

Remind- If you would like to receive reminder information (workshops, weather, etc,) by text message 

please follow these steps to enroll to be put on the text list. You will not be able to respond to the text 

message. Website Instructions:www.remind.com/join/ next enter @thedanceko (the @ sign is already 

there, so just enter thedanceko, with no spaces) you will then be prompted to enter your phone number 

that you wish to receive the text message too, include your area code. You will receive a text message 

from remind which will include a code that you will need to enter to validate that the number you en-

tered is correct. If you would rather you can download the remind app on your phone and then the 

above instructions. It is very easy to do!!! You can’t respond to these text messages. 

Technology Guide-  

 

Our virtual classes & exercises are organized by age group. You will see videos from your teachers 

at The Dance Konnection, as well as some extra special Guest Teachers! Each age group link will 

lead to Google Drive Album. You can view the Album without a Google Account, but for easy access 

you can download the Google Drive App for a phone or tablet or view from a laptop/desktop com-

puter to open videos. We hope that you can help your children navigate this technology--or they 

help you:)-- and keep them engaged in our online studio while we are temporarily not allowed to 

meet in person. We will continue to update our online studio and provide a sense of normal to our 

dancers.  

You can access our online studio by going 
to thedancekonnection.com 

click the "Online Studio" button 

enter the password: onlinestudioDK 

As you scroll through the website, click 

on the icons to open Google Drive Fold-

ers of amazing content to keep our danc-

ers busy and focused on their dance ed-

ucation. 

Learn about our virtual classes below!  

mailto:thedancekonenction@gmail.com
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Zoom Online Class Information/Guide- As discussed above we will be offering Zoom Classes, which 

is a live meeting/class. Your class will get an email with the class time and link, You will need to down-

load the Zoom app which is free. Our classes will be 40 minutes long for now. So the FREE version is all 

you need. If you miss the class we will be recording the class and you will be able to access it on our 

online studio on our web site. But if you want the live interaction with me or another teacher konnecting 

on Zoom is great! For the safety of the dancers and staff we are taking extra precautions to prevent 

hackers from coming into our online classes, with that being said we will be locking the class 5 minutes 

in, that means if you are not in the class by the 5 minute mark you will not be able to enter it. Please be 

sure that you look at your dancers emailed link. 

 

Please stay safe, stay in and hope to see 
your virtually!!! 

Miss Kimi 


